



My Evolving Pedagogical Creed
By George Wurtz


Background Information:

I couldn’t begin to explain my philosophy of teaching without first going into a little bit of my background.  I was born in Chicago Illinois in the mid 50’s.  I went to a Catholic school for the first 4 years of my elementary education and then I transferred to the public school system.  I finished my elementary and secondary education by graduating from high school in 1973.  It was only after I moved to Hawaii in 1978 and suffered through a few dead end jobs that I realized the true benefits of learning. 


It was during my undergraduate studies at U.H. where I developed my 1st philosophy of learning and teaching.  This was helped along by an outstanding Logic Professor named Dr. Joseph Perz.  What I learned in his class was that there is a logical, (smart) way of thinking, reasoning, acting, and living life and then, there is muddling through or getting by.  I became fascinated by the ways in which I could apply logical thinking to virtually every aspect of my life.  When I did a task I thought, “What is the quickest, easiest, cheapest, most highly effective and, least labor intensive way of accomplishing it?”  I became somewhat of an efficiency expert at home and at work.  I knew that for whatever it was that I wanted to accomplish there was a smart and effective way of doing it and then there was the other way.  It was this belief that helped me develop a logical way of learning things for myself and, being successful in school.  
My Previous Philosophy:

The philosophy that I had developed on my own for other forms of employment and for use in my own education was what I brought with me when I decided to take up teaching as a profession.  Unfortunately, I began to notice some chinks in the armor.  I wasn’t half as successful in teaching as I had expected to be. I couldn’t figure it out.  I was successful in practically everything else I tried, but not as successful as I knew I could be.  It was mind boggling; students weren’t listening, they were talking during class, I had to explain things to students over and over - sometimes only minutes after I had just explained them.  It was then that I realized that all of those people couldn’t be wrong, it must have been me.
The Influence of SPED 445:

My SPED 445 class and to some degree my EDU 401 class, began to open my eyes regarding teaching methods, practice, and philosophy.  I realized that not all people learn, think, experience, or know things the way I do.  There are a multitude of learning styles and teaching methods, as well as an incredibly diverse student population in Hawai’i schools.  With the inclusion of exceptional students in the general education population, things are not always as they seem.  There are students with mild to severe learning disabilities as well as students with emotional and mental problems and, there are the many students that come from dysfunctional homes and family situations.  My SPED class made me realize that I don’t have to put up with my own frustration and lack of success.  I gained some of the tools and strategies in SPED 445 that have helped me in my day to day classroom teaching.  Things like; Backward Planning, Universal Design, Graphic Organizers and other strategies and tools for explaining the course material to the diverse learners I encounter.
The Influence of Foundations of Educational Theory 610:

My Foundations of Educational Theory class has opened my mind even further to new methods and practices in teaching.  I have gained numerous insights into different teaching techniques that will further my ability to create and carry out effective lesson plans.  It was great to have a “refresher” course in philosophy in the beginning of this semester.  I found the book “Sophie’s World” to be a great way to brush up on the history of learning in western culture.  After reading the “Paideia Principal” I was infused with anticipation and optimism about discovering new learning and teaching theories.  However, after the course progressed I began to feel a bit overwhelmed and exasperated.  After reading Dewey, Hirst, Green, Kozol et. al. I felt as if I’d never find a voice or teaching method of my own.  All of the theories and practices discussed had obvious advantages and merits of their own.  It has been next to impossible for me to latch onto or adopt the “best practices” for teaching or helping students to learn.  This has become a very frustrating experience for me.  I feel almost overwhelmed by the possibilities and directions that this new era of pedagogical inquiry and theory are opening up.  One of my undergraduate professors was fond of saying, “There is no poverty as great as a poverty of options and there is no wealth as great as a wealth of options.”  I always thought that this was a great saying and yet it has come back to haunt me this semester.
A New (Evolving) Philosophy of Teaching:

Throughout the course of this semester I have been formulating a new philosophy of teaching.  I am reminded of how I chastise opponents of rail transit when they criticize Oahu’s proposed rail system saying, “Rail transit will never stop gridlock on Hawaii’s roadways.”  My response has always been, “Rail transit is not supposed to be the ONE THING that solves traffic congestion.”  Rail on Oahu is but ONE PART of the solution.  Other solutions to traffic congestion are higher gas taxes, better bus service, staggered work schedules, etc.  There is no ONE WAY to solve traffic congestion and finally it has dawned on me that there is no best ONE WAY to teach.  Never before in my teaching experience have I realized how important a multi-faceted approach in the classroom is to helping students learn.  I’ve known for years that some people learn by listening, some by hearing, some by doing etc.  My new philosophy of teaching emphasizes the magnitude of this fact to a new degree.  I have realized the great importance of developing different lesson plans and methods of assessment for different types of learners.


Even more important than varied teaching methods and practices is the insight I have gained and adopted regarding the importance of education in developing and maintaining a just and democratic society.  An uninformed (educated) electorate is a dangerous thing.  In my new philosophy I intend to emphasize this fact.  We are as we speak essentially creating and forming the future and direction of our country.  As an educator I now believe that I have what can only be described as a sacred obligation or duty to fully educate and inform the pupils in my charge.  It is both a humbling and daunting task that I take seriously and intend to succeed at.
By George Wurtz





My Evolving Pedagogical Creed





EDEF 610 – Fall 2010








My Pedagogical Creed by George Wurtz 12.06.10
Page 5

